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Background 
The Technical Correspondence Group on Dispersants (TGG Dispersants) was established in 2012 by the 

Consultative Technical Group for Marine Pollution Preparedness and Response (CTG MPPR). The TCG 

Dispersants was given two tasks. The first was to conduct a literature review of dispersants-related 

documents linked to Deep Water Horizon. This task was completed in 2013 (information was given in the 

2014 OTSOPA meeting). The second task was to look into existing dispersant testing procedures in Europe 

and explore the possibility of further harmonisation of testing procedures for dispersants.  

The task of further harmonisation of test procedures in Europe has been on the agenda for a long time and 

the Deep Water Horizon incident again actualized this subject. Today there are lots of approved dispersant 

brands on the market (approximately 75) and many different stockpiles of dispersants in the EU/EFTA area. 

The dispersants in stocks have often been tested in several countries with very different test procedures. 

The countries with test procedures in place share the same aim and objectives; they want an effective 

product, with as little toxicity as possible. A more harmonised approach was aimed to develop a guidance 

document for those countries with no testing procedures in place including minimum standards concerning 

test procedures. A more harmonised approach on this matter could simplify dispersant use and testing.   

EMSA has organised two working meetings with the TCG Dispersants members, one in February 2014 (8 

countries) and one in March 2015 (3 countries).  The latest meeting was with the countries having most 

experience in this field (France, Norway and UK).  The experts of the TCG Dispersants have intensively 

discussed since early 2014 a possible way forward for further harmonisation of test procedures.   

The conclusions and follow-up actions from the 2nd TCG Dispersants meeting in March 2015 are: 

1. The document “Overview of national policies regarding the testing and approval of oil spill 

dispersants in the European Union”, which was initially developed for a dispersant workshop at 

EMSA in 2008, will be further updated and finalised.  The main focus of this technical document is 

to clearly describe the toxicity- and efficiency testing methods in France, Norway and the UK, and 

the experiences gained in these countries, as well as include information on the test methods in 

Spain, Italy and Greece, as appropriate. The document will describe thoroughly the existing test 

methods in Europe, ensuring that this information is complete, transparent and accessible for all 

EU/EFTA countries. This will enable the countries not having test procedures in place to better 

understand the current tests and with this information to ‘choose’ how to proceed regarding their 

own dispersant testing procedures. For example, if they rely on one of these approval regimes for 

accepting products in their own country (as many do), to know what that really entails, and if they 

develop their own new test procedures, to learn from the experiences already gained and avoid 

duplication of efforts and resources. This may prevent further diversification of test procedures in 
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Europe. The work of the TCG Dispersants on finalising this document is expected to be completed 

by the end of 2015. The technical paper will then be presented to the 10th CTG MPPR meeting in 

early 2016 and following approval will be published on EMSA’s website.  

2. It should be emphasised that for the time being under the framework of the TCG Dispersants work, 

it is not possible to harmonise or agree on minimum standards for test procedures for dispersant 

approval in the EU/EFTA area. There is no agreement to change or adapt existing procedures in 

place or to develop or identify commonly acceptable minimum test standards for use by other 

countries. Therefore, the basis to develop a guidance document at EU level on this issue does not 

currently exist. The main reasons for this are the different approaches to toxicity testing, different 

test oils and thresholds for efficiency testing and different use of test results (ranking or pass/fail 

tests). It should also be noted, that if such minimum standards were to be established and 

implemented in other countries, they would probably not be acceptable in the three countries with 

the most experiences in product approvals.  

3. It is worth stressing that the interaction among the TCG Dispersants experts, the exchange of 

knowledge and experiences and the open discussions on various dispersant issues of common 

interest among the countries, were highly appreciated among the TCG Group members. 

4. Accordingly, the work of the TCG Dispersants group, as established in 2012 in addressing its two 

tasks in accordance with its Terms of Reference, will be completed by early 2016. It is for the CTG 

MPPR to decide if the Group will continue with other (new) tasks. 

  

Action required 
1. Take note of the information provided in the paper, including the summary table 1. 

2. Increase the transparency of further development and coming revisions of the existing test 

procedures. 


